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Drones – the newest member in the Sky !
Are they really

A THREAT TO THE TRADITIONAL USERS – Aircraft ? 

Click on Pic
for 

Video Clip



Some would call 
Drones as ‘Menace In the Sky’





Other Potential Threats caused by Drones

• Security of the Country/State

• Economically Sensitive Locations such as Power Plants, Oil Refineries, 
Irrigation  

• Loss of Life of General Public

• Damage to Property

• Privacy of People

• Disturbance to Public/Religious Gatherings

• Exploitation of our Heritage in Wildlife, Archeology/History & Culture

• Road Accidents due to Distractions

• Electrification if struck on Power Lines



Who are responsible/accountable to the 
General Public against these Potential Threats?

• It’s the Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL)

• Accordingly all the relevant Authorities such as the following have a responsibility,
therefore a purview/discretion for approval/disapproval:

 Ministry of Defence
 Police
 Wildlife Department
 Archeological Department
 Cultural Ministry/Triangle
 Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau
 Power & Irrigation Ministries etc;

• However, as Drones are objects operating in the Sky (ie: Airspace), it would be the
Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) who shall be finally accountable to the State.

• Therefore, DGCA’s is required to issue the Final Approval for a Drone Operation , after
verifying that Clearances from above authorities have been obtained as pre-requisites,
depending on the Category & Equipage of Drone, Purpose/Area/Places/Times of
Operation.



International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
also requires DGCA to regulate Drones

<As Sri Lanka is a signatory to Chicago Convention of ICAO on Civil Aviation> 



• Even from the earliest days of Civil 
Aviation in Sri Lanka (then Ceylon), 
DGCA was required to regulate 
‘Pilotless Aircraft’ Operations :

 as per Air Navigation Regulations of 
Ceylon 1955 Section 123

Local Legal Requirement 
for Drone Regulations in Sri Lanka

• As per Civil Aviation Act No. 14 of 2010 

 also has a reference to Pilotless 
Aircraft requiring Approval of the 
DGCA





Evolution of Drone Regulations in SRI LANKA
• Air Navigation Regulations of Ceylon 1955

 contained a reference to Pilotless Aircraft requiring Approval of the DGCA

• Civil Aviation Act No. 14 of 2010 

 also has a reference to Pilotless Aircraft requiring Approval of the DGCA

• Drone Regulations – SLCA-IS 053

• 1st Edition/1st Issue : 27th August 2015

 prescribed only a limited number of conditions 

• 1st Revision : 25th February 2016

 prescribed a few more additional conditions to address developing trends 

• 2nd Revision : 10th January 2017

drafted incorporating developing trends, MOD/OCDS concerns/interests, international 
trends/practices , ICAO Workshop lessons learnt, views of a few local industry personnel. 



Latest Version of 
Drone Regulations in Sri Lanka

• In accordance with Civil Aviation Act 
No. 14 of 2010, in collaboration with 
Ministry of Defence (MOD) & other 
relevant authorities as appropriate;

The latest Revision (Revision 02 of 1st

Edition) of Implementing Standard SLCA-
IS-053 was enacted by the Director 
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) was 
published on 10th January 2016.



These Drone Regulations were Gazetted
in all 3 Languages in May 2016

Sinhala EnglishTamil



WHY SPECIAL DRONE REGULATIONS  …… ?

 Conventional Aircraft :
 Flown from a place Certified/Authorized as an Airport/Heli-port periodic Inspections
 Flown by Pilots who are licensed for current Competency & Skill  periodic checks
 Aircraft are certified for continuous Airworthiness  Periodic Checks/Overhauls
 Aircraft are subject to strict Surveillance from Ground
 Aircraft have ability to Glide in case of an Engine Failure

Conversely,

 Drones (at present) :
 Flown from any place of preference, at any time even all of a sudden 
 Flown by any person who ‘feels’ confident to operate
 Only Manufacturers’  claims of serviceability of performance
Just fall to Ground in case Engines Fail
Relies heavily on GPS for Navigation



WHY SPECIAL DRONE REGULATIONS..?(Contd;)

 Four (04) Deliverables of Civil Aviation Authority of Sri Lanka (CAASL) to the General 
Public who are the real owners of the sky/airspace over the territory of the country :
 Safety of all aircraft, persons on board & off-board, property

 Security of all parties involved in Aviation & general public as against Aviation activities

 Privacy of people (generally not at stake by a civil conventional aircraft)

 Environment (protection to all public & private places against any damage, disruption, 
disturbance etc; by movement of aircraft)

 The above aspects are well-captured/assured by way of introduction of a series of 
regulations in respect of the operation of conventional aircraft

 Similarly , CAASL is duty-bound to ensure/guarantee the General Public the same 
level of above four (04) deliverables when Drones are flown

Hence the need for Drone Regulations !



 Not to suppress this dynamic fast-growing Aviation Industry which is extremely 
versatile in terms of its variety of capability for effective use for the benefit of the 
public/country, such as :

 Disaster Management
 Search & Rescue
 Surveying & Mapping
 Agriculture,
 Dengue Prevention,
 Surveillance (Defence/Police/Environmental/Development)
 Journalism
 Photography/Videography
 Tourism
 Advertising/Promotions etc; etc; etc;

 But to promote as a Safe & Reliable Industry, whilst mitigating the potential misuse 
which poses a Threat to Safety & Social life of the public.

WHY SPECIAL DRONE REGULATIONS..?(Contd;)



A few Countries where 
Drone Operations are Restricted/Banned

• Bangladesh
• The Government of Bangladesh has banned all unmanned aerial vehicles, which did 

not have permission prior to December 2014.

• Japan
• Japan was moving quickly in early 2015 to legalize and provide regulations for the 

use of drones in Japan. 
• In April 2015, however, a drone carrying radioactive materials landed on the roof of 

the Prime Minister. 
• It is now illegal to fly drones in public parks and more tightening of regulations 

appear likely.

NOTE: On June 3rd, 2015, the Japanese Government has indicated they will continue to tighten the 
regulations.



A few Countries where 
Drone Operations are Restricted/Banned   (Contd;)

• Kenya
• “Potential users now need a permit from the defense ministry – a lengthy process 

requiring rounds of paperwork and about $1,000 in fees…“

• Malaysia
• Drones need approval to fly for both hobbyist and commercial use cases.

• Thailand
• Drones with cameras are set to be banned from flying in Thailand. 
• According to ThaiVisa.com:

• “The flying of Drones fitted with cameras will not be allowed by members of the general 
public. Anyone wanting to fly a drone in Thailand will need to seek permission from the 
Ministry.“



Rules in General are similar to other Countries viz. SINGAPORE



Rules in General are similar to other Countries viz. SINGAPORE



New key aspects of the latest Revision
• Four Categories introduced as follows :

(previously only 3 categories : Mass  25 kg ,  25kgMass  1kg  &  1kgMass) 

• ‘Category-D’ Drone if flown for leisure within own premises below 150ft without Camera 
 No Regularity Requirement

• Registration of Drones, Owners, Operators, Vendors, Designers, Assemblers, Importers, Exporters 
 Registration Certificate

• Identification Stamp issued by CAASL/Vender  draft Designed 

• Insurance Cover Requirement  (minimum of 3rd Party Cover)

• Airworthiness/Serviceability of Drone Equipment

• Competency & Suitability of Drone Operating Person (Remote Pilot)

• Applicable Fee  a Government gazzeted Fee is levied

• Occurrence Report  Submit to CAASL within a day any Incident/Accident.

Mass Category of Pilotless aircraft

25 kg or above A
Above 1 kg but below 25 kg B

Above  200 g but at or below 1 kg C

200 g  or below D



Registration of Drones

• Drones of Category-A with/without a Camera Register with CAASL 
(through the process similar to ‘ Aircraft with Pilot-on-board) 

• Drone of Any Category if fitted with a Camera  Register with CAASL

• Drones of Categories A & B with/without a Camera  Register with CAASL

• Drones of Category-C without a Camera  Register with Authorized Vendor

• Drones of Category-D without a Camera Exempted from Registration

• Registration Certificate  Normally issued for a 2-year Period                                                 
(unless a Temporary Registration is issued for a Shorter Period)

Remote Pilot should carry during Operation

Non-Transferable, New one to be obtained by New Owner.



Registration of Drones Remote Pilots
a) Remote Pilot of a Drone of Category D without Camera Registration Exempted

b) Remote Pilot of a Drone of Category D with Camera Registration with Local Police

c) Remote Pilot of a Drone of Category A, B or C  With or Without Camera

Registration with CAASL,

Competency Check, 

Authorization Certificate on payment of a prescribed Fee,

 Valid for 02 Years & Renewable

b)   Age   over 18 years of age, (unless otherwise authorized by the DGCA in writing). 

c)   Foreigners  a Temporary Registration with CAASL with a Limited Period of Validity. 



Category –D Drones
DETAILS OD DRONE & INTENDED OPERATION REGULARITY REQUIREMENT

Drone 

Category

Mass 

Range
Purpose

Location/

Area
Altitude

Camera or other 

Data Recorder

Registration

of Drone/ 

Operator

Clearance Approval

D
200 g 

or 

Less

(< 200g)

Educational, 

Recreational

Within Own 

Premises or 

with written 

permission 

of Premises 

Owner

At 

or 

below 

150 ft

No None None None 

YES

YES ;

@ Local 

Police/CAASL 

None None 

Above 150 ft Not Allowed

Outside Such 

Premises
Any Altitude Not Allowed

Commercial Any Location Any Altitude YES or NO
YES; with 

CAASL

YES; 

from 

MOD/OCDS, 

Police & any 

other 

Authorities 

relevant to 

Area of 

Operation

DGCA 

Other Regularity Requirements Drone Inspection  No Competency Check  No Registration Stamp  No



Category – C  Drones
DETAILS OD DRONE & INTENDED OPERATION REGULARITY REQUIREMENT

Drone 

Category

Mass 

Range
Purpose

Location/

Area
Altitude

Camera or 

other Data 

Recorder

Registration

of Drone/ 

Operator

Clearance Approval

C

200 g 

or 

more

But

Less 

than 

1 kg

(1 kg >

W > 200 

g)

Any
Any 

Location

At or below 

150 ft

NO 

YES; with a 

Authorized 

Vendor/ 

CAASL YES; from 

MOD/OCDS, 

Police & any 

other 

Authorities 

relevant to 

Area of 

Operation

DGCA

YES
YES ;

with CAASL 

Above 150 ft YES or NO
YES; 

with CAASL

DGCA under 

Special 

Conditions

Any Altitude YES or NO
YES; 

with CAASL

DGCA under 

Extremely 

Special 

Conditions

Other Regularity Requirements Drone Inspection  No Competency Check  No Registration Stamp  Yes

CAASL Authorization to Vendors  YesInsurance Cover  Yes, when local Agencies ready Age ≥ 18 Years  Yes



Category – B Drones
(Most common Category amongst Journalists & 

other Photographers/Videographers)
DETAILS OD DRONE & INTENDED OPERATION REGULARITY REQUIREMENT

Drone 

Category
Mass 

Range
Purpose Location/Area Altitude

Camera or 

other Data 

Recorder

Registration

of Drone/ 

Operator

Clearance Approval

B

More

than 

1 kg 

but

Less than

25kg

(25kg > W 

> 1kg)

Any Any Location Any Altitude YES or NO
YES; 

with CAASL

YES; from 

MOD/OCDS, 

Police & any 

other 

Authorities 

relevant to 

Area of 

Operation

DGCA

Other Regularity Requirements 
Drone Inspection  Yes,  if 

so required
Competency Check  Yes Registration Stamp  Yes

CAASL Authorization to Vendors 
 Yes

Insurance Cover  Yes, when local 
Agencies ready

Age ≥ 18 Years  Yes 2-year CAASL Authorization 
Certificate Yes



Category – A Drones
(All Requirements Similar to Conventional Manned-Aircraft)

DETAILS OD DRONE & INTENDED OPERATION REGULARITY REQUIREMENT

Drone 

Category
Mass 

Range
Purpose Location/Area Altitude

Camera or 

other Data 

Recorder

Registration

of Drone & 

Operator

Clearance Approval

A
25 kg 

or 

more
(W >

25 kg)

Any Any Location Any Altitude YES or NO
YES; 

with CAASL

YES; from 

MOD/OCDS, 

Police & any 

other 

Authorities 

relevant to 

Area of 

Operation

DGCA

Other Regularity Requirements Airworthiness  Yes Operational Approval Yes Licences  Yes

Registration  YesOperation Manual  Yes, Maintenance Manual  Yes



Safety Distances prescribed for Drone Operations 

The following safety distances shall be maintained.

• 100 Meters from any congested area

• 100 meters of an organized open air assembly.

• 50 meters from any person, vessel, vehicle or structure 

• During take- off and landing 30 meters from any person, vessel, 
vehicle or structure

NOTE : Operator is liable for any third party damages to property or 
injury of personnel, if occurs due the operation.



A Few More Conditions prescribed for Drone Operations 

• Operation shall be carried-out during the day light period only

• Operating  person shall maintain direct, unaided visual contact with the model 
aircraft sufficient to monitor its flight path in relation to persons, vehicles and 
structures for the purpose of avoiding collision.

•

• Operating person shall only fly it if reasonably satisfied that the flight can safety 
be made.

•

• Any article or animal shall not be attached nor dropped/projected from the flight.
•

• Operating person shall be assisted by an observer who will assist the operator to 
fly the model clear of any object or person.



Steps to be followed by Applicant to obtain 

DGCA’s Approval for a Drone Operation
1) Read Civil Aviation Regulation SLCA-IS053 & Understand the regularity requirements

applicable to the category of your Drone & to the intended operation

2) Download the two (02) Applications from CAASL Website (www.caa.lk) for the Registration
of Drone/Owner and Operator & submit to CAASL (email : aiso1@caa.lk, scaiais@caa.lk; Fax :
+94 11 2304641)

3) Submit a Request for Security Clearance from Ministry of Defence (Office of Chief of Defence
Staff/OCDS) on Fax :+ 94 11 2674507 & email: ocds@army.lk

4) Submit Requests for Clearances from any other Authorities such as Wildlife, Archeological
Dept., Tourism etc;

5) Download the Application from CAASL Website (www.caa.lk) for the Drone Operation
Approval & together with copies of Security Clearance and other relevant clearances submit
to CAASL ((email : aiso1@caa.lk, scaiais@caa.lk; Fax : +94 11 2304641) for DGCA’s Approval

6) Collect the DGCA’s Approval on payment of relevant Gazzeted Fee

NOTE : (i) Insurance Cover requirement will be applicable w.e.f a future Date

(ii) Registration Certificate & Stamp will be issued on a ‘1st come-1st Served’ basis & will
not be a barrier for the Issuance of Approval for a Drone O peration U.F.N. except that
Submission of Application for Registration will be a pre-requisite.

http://www.caa.lk/
mailto:aiso1@caa.lk
mailto:scaiais@caa.lk
mailto:ocds@army.lk
http://www.caa.lk/
mailto:aiso1@caa.lk
mailto:scaiais@caa.lk


Additional Information uploaded to <www. caa.lk. website 
with the latest SLCA-IS053

• Pamphlet giving a Summary of Requirements & Contact Details

• Application Forms for:
 Registration of Drone

 Registration of Drone Owner/Operator/ Vendor/Designer/Assembler/ 
Importer/Exporters

 DGCA’s Approval for Drone Operation :
 Per Event

 Multiple Events within less than 30 days

 Multiple Events over a period more than 30 days

• FAQ  with answers for almost all your questions on Drone Operations Regulations



Application for Registration of 
Drone & Remote-Pilot

Application for Registration of Drones &  Operators 13012017.pdf
Application for Registration of Drones &  Operators 13012017.pdf


Application for 
Drone Operation Approval

• Granted on a case-by-case basis

• Considered per Event, or events 
within or over 30-day period

Application for Operation of Pilotless Aircraft - 13012017.pdf
Application for Operation of Pilotless Aircraft - 13012017.pdf


Mandatory Occurrence Reporting Form

• To be submitted 
to CAASL within a 
Day of any 
occurrence of an 
Incident/Accident 
involving a Drone 

Occurence Report_Operation of Pilotless Aircraft - 13012017.pdf
Occurence Report_Operation of Pilotless Aircraft - 13012017.pdf


Pamphlet on Drone Registration & 
Approval Process  with Contact Details

Drones Pamphlet_Rev 01_11012017.pdf
Drones Pamphlet_Rev 01_11012017.pdf


Pamphlet on Drone Registration & 
Approval Process  with Contact Details



Pamphlet on Drone Registration & 
Approval Process  with Contact Details (Contd;)



We need your support & collaboration to promote 
LEGITIMATE  OPERATIONS OF DRONES IN SRI LANKA
• CAASL envisages Continuous Collaboration with you all  being the  

STAKEHOLDERS OF DRONE OPERATIONS INDUSTRY  representing the following segments :
 DRONE USERS

 DRONE VENDORS/IMPORTERS 
 DRONE OPERATING EXPERTS
 DRONE EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
 DRONE JOURNALISTS 
 DRONE VIDEOGRAPHER
 DRONE AGRO CHEMISTS
 DRONE DENGUE PREVENTERS
 DRONE MAPPER/SURVEYORS
 DRONE DESIGNER/MANUFACTURER/RESEARCHERS
 DRONE HOBBISTS 

 DRONE REGULATOR PARTIES
 MOD/OCDS/SLAF
 POLICE
 ARCHEOLOGICAL DEPT, WILDLIFE, TOURISM, CULTURAL TRIANGLE, IRRIGATION, 

ROWER & ENERGY, ETC;
 INSURANCE



Public Awareness Forum/Seminars on Drone Operations:

• CONDUCT SEMINAR for All Users of DRONES
Participants are initially to be chosen from those who have obtained 

Approvals from CAASL upto now

Presenters/Resource Persons to be chosen to represent each Key aspect of 
Drone Operations & Approval process

• ENCOURAGE &  PARTICIPATE AS RESOURCE PERSONNEL AT 
SEMINARS ON DRONES conducted by others
 CAASL offers to provide Resource Personnel to your Seminars on Drone 

Operations



A Brief Glance at 
PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGN of CAASL

• Web Banner on our own CAASL Website & websites of AASL, MOD, Police, SLTPB etc; 

• TV Crawlers

• Radio Brief Broadcasts & Talk Shows

• Newspaper Front Page Bullets

• Social Media Posts/Dedicated Drones Fan Page-Club

• Feature Articles in Newspapers/PR Campaign

• TV Timely News (Kaaleena Puwath) Program

• Radio Timely News Program

• TV sponsored  Programme (Eg; Title “Welcome to Drone World-Do it in the right Way/Legitimately”!) 
(Weekly - 30 min) 

• SEMINAR for All Users of DRONES



CAASL PROCESS IN BRIEF FOR
DRONE REGISTRATION & GRANTING APPROVAL

Registration & Approval  Process Steps :

1) Registration of Drone Venders

2) Registration of Drones & Owners

3) Registration of Drone Operators

4) Approval for Drone Operations



1) Authorization of Drone Venders 

Application 

by the Prospective 

Vender 

AS

ANS

AD

Avsec

FS

AW

OPS

PEL

Authorization

Certificate
with 

Reference Number   

NOTE: 

Registered Vendors 

shall Issue
a Drone Identification Stamp with Vender 

Reference

to Category-D Drones sold by them   



2) Registration of Drones & Owners 

Application 

by the Owner 

AS

CAASL

ANS

AD

Avsec

FS

AW

OPS

PEL

Registration Certificate
with 

Registration Number

&

Drone Identification stamp   



3) Registration of Drone Operators

Applicant

tenders a request with 

relevant information   

MOD for NIB 

Clearance

AS

CAASL

ANS

AD

Avsec

FS

OPS

PEL

AW

Operator 

Authorization or 

Non authorization



4) Approval for Drone Operations

Operational Approval 

request by the operator
CAASL 

MOD

Archaeology 

Department 

Wildlife Conservation 

National Film 

Corporation  

Other relevant entities 

as the case may be 

 
OCDS 

Approval / 

Disapproval   



Sri Lanka may not need any 

High Tech Solutions 
curtail illegal operation of Drones , 
as Our Operators are Disciplined !






