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Drones ςthe newest member in the Sky !
Are they really

A THREAT TO THE TRADITIONAL USERS ςAircraft ? 
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Some would call 
5ǊƻƴŜǎ ŀǎ ΨaŜƴŀŎŜ Lƴ ǘƘŜ {ƪȅΩ





Other Potential Threats caused by Drones

ÅSecurity of the Country/State

ÅEconomically Sensitive Locations such as Power Plants, Oil Refineries, 
Irrigation  

ÅLoss of Life of General Public

ÅDamage to Property

ÅPrivacy of People

ÅDisturbance to Public/Religious Gatherings

ÅExploitation of our Heritage in Wildlife, Archeology/History & Culture

ÅRoad Accidents due to Distractions

ÅElectrification if struck on Power Lines



Who are responsible/accountable to the 
General Public against these Potential Threats?

ÅLǘΩǎthe Governmentof SriLanka(GOSL)

ÅAccordinglyall the relevant Authorities such as the following have a responsibility,
thereforea purview/discretionfor approval/disapproval:

ü Ministry of Defence
ü Police
ü Wildlife Department
ü ArcheologicalDepartment
ü CulturalMinistry/Triangle
ü SriLankaTourismPromotionBureau
ü Power& IrrigationMinistriesetc;

ÅHowever,as Dronesare objects operating in the Sky(ie: Airspace),it would be the
DirectorGeneralof CivilAviation(DGCA)who shallbe finallyaccountableto the State.

ÅTherefore,5D/!Ωǎis required to issuethe FinalApprovalfor a DroneOperation, after
verifyingthat Clearancesfrom aboveauthorities havebeenobtainedaspre-requisites,
depending on the Category & Equipageof Drone, Purpose/Area/Places/Timesof
Operation.



International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
also requires DGCA to regulate Drones

<As Sri Lanka is a signatory to Chicago Convention of ICAO on Civil Aviation> 



ÅEven from the earliest days of Civil 
Aviation in Sri Lanka (then Ceylon), 
DGCA was required to regulate 
ΨtƛƭƻǘƭŜǎǎ !ƛǊŎǊŀŦǘΩ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ Υ

üas per Air Navigation Regulations of 
Ceylon 1955 Section 123

Local Legal Requirement 
for Drone Regulations in Sri Lanka

ÅAs per Civil Aviation Act No. 14 of 2010 

üalso has a reference to Pilotless 
Aircraft requiring Approval of the 
DGCA





Evolution of Drone Regulations in SRI LANKA
ÅAir Navigation Regulations of Ceylon 1955

ücontained a reference to Pilotless Aircraft requiring Approval of the DGCA

ÅCivil Aviation Act No. 14 of 2010 

üalso has a reference to Pilotless Aircraft requiring Approval of the DGCA

ÅDrone Regulations ςSLCA-IS 053

Å 1st Edition/1st Issue : 27th August 2015

üprescribed only a limited number of conditions 

Å 1st Revision : 25th February 2016

üprescribed a few more additional conditions to address developing trends 

Å 2nd Revision : 10th January 2017

üdrafted incorporating developing trends, MOD/OCDS concerns/interests, international 
trends/practices , ICAO Workshop lessons learnt, views of a few local industry personnel. 



Latest Version of 
Drone Regulations in Sri Lanka

ÅIn accordance with Civil Aviation Act 
No. 14 of 2010, in collaboration with 
Ministry of Defence(MOD) & other 
relevant authorities as appropriate;

üThe latest Revision (Revision 02 of 1st

Edition) of Implementing Standard SLCA-
IS-053 was enacted by the Director 
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) was 
published on 10th January 2016.


